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Abstract: The article focuses on the background of the pamphlet ‘Falsifiers of History. An
Historical Note’ issued by the Soviet Information Bureau in 1948. The book was personally
edited and largely hand-written by Joseph Stalin. His involvement was not fully known until
now. In this  paper,  the authors deciphered,  translated and compared the text  of  the
published pamphlet. It shows Stalin’s guidelines in the official interpretation of the causes
of World War II and the reasons for the signing of the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact. Throughout
the post-war period the official Soviet narrative regarding the origins of the of World War II
were  largely  based  on  a  set  of  guidelines  contained  in  a  pamphlet  ‘Falsifiers  of  History’.
Currently, the neo-Stalinist historical narrative concerning the origins of World War II is
promoted  by  the  Russian  officials.  Nevertheless,  not  all  Russian  historians  share  these
views,  and  many  assess  the  Hitler-Stalin  Pact  in  a  much  more  critical  way.

References

Brechtken,  Magnus.  Die  nationalsozialistische  Herrschaft  1933–1939.  Darmstadt:
Wissenschaftliche  Buchgesellschaft.

Chernaev, Anatoliy [Черняев, Анатолий С.]. 2008. Совместный исход. Дневник двух
эпох. 1972–1991 годы [The Joint Result. The Diary of Two Epochs. 1972–1991]. Moscow:
РОССПЭН.

Churchill, Winston. 1948. The Second World War. Vol. 1. The Gathering Storm. London:
Cassell & Co.

Dimitrov, Georgi. 2000. Tagebücher 1933–1943.  Ed. Bayerlein, Bernhard H., translation
from Russian and Bulgarian Hedeler,  Wladislaw and Schliewenz, Birgit.  Berlin:  Aufbau-
Verlag.

Документы и материалы кануна Второй мировой войны. Vol. I. Ноябрь 1937–1938 гг.:
Из Архива Министерства Иностранных Дел Германии. [Documents and Materials of the
Eve of the Second World War, vol.  1, November 1937–1938: From the Archive of the
German Ministry of Foreign Affairs]. 1948. Moscow: Политиздат.

Документы и материалы кануна Второй мировой войны. Vol. II. 1938–1939 г.г.: Архив

https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6591-5795


Дирксена [Documents and Materials of the Eve of the Second World War, vol. 2, November
1938–1939: The [Eduard von] Dirksen’s Archive]. 1948. Moscow: Политиздат.

Falsificators of history (An Historical Note). Text of the Communique Issued by the Soviet
Information Bureau, Moscow, February 1948. 1948. Washington, D.C.: Information Bulletin
on the Embassy of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.

Falsifiers  of  history  1948:  Falsifiers  of  history,  historical  survey.  1948.  Moscow:  Foreign
Languages  Publishing  House.

Geneza paktu Hitler-Stalin:  fakty i  propaganda.  Ed. Musiał,  Bogdan, and Szumski,  Jan.
2012. Warsaw: Instytut Pamięci Narodowej-Komisja Ścigania Zbrodni przeciwko Narodowi
Polskiemu.

История России. XX век. Том II – 1939–2007 гг. [The History of Russia. 20th Century. Vol.
2. 1939–2007]. 2009. Ed. Zubov, Andrey [Зубов, Андрей Б.] and others. Moscow: АСТ-
Астрель.

Lipinsky,  Jan.  2004.  Das  geheime  Zusatzprotokoll  zum  deutschsowjetischen
Nichtangriffsvertrag  vom  23.  August  1939  und  seine  Entstehungs-  und
Rezeptionsgeschichte  von  1939  bis  1999.  Frankfurt  am  Main:  Peter  Lang.

Musial, Bogdan. 2008. Kampfplatz Deutschland. Stalins Kriegspläne gegen den Westen.
Berlin: Propyläen.

На приеме у Сталина. Тетради (журналы) записей лиц, принятых И. В. Сталиным
(1924–1953  гг.)  [Received  by  Stalin.  The  Notebooks  (Diaries)  of  Records  of  Persons
Received by I.V.  Stalin  (1924–1953)].  2008.  Ed.  Chernobaev,  A.A.  (Чернобаев,  A.  A.).
Moscow: Новый хронограф.

Нарочницкая,  Наталия А.  2009.  “»Концерт великих держав« накануне решающих
событий”  [“»The Great  Powers  Concerto«  in  the  Eve of  the  Decisive  Moments”].  In:
Нарочницкая, Наталия А., and Фалин, Валентин М. 2009. Партитура Второй мировой.
Кто и когда начал войну? [The Score of the Second World War. Who and When Started
the War?] Moscow: Вече.

Нарочницкая, Наталия А., and Фалин, Валентин М. 2009. Партитура Второй мировой.
Кто и когда начал войну? [The Score of the Second World War. Who and When Started
the War?]. Moscow: Вече.

Nazi-Soviet relations, 1939–1941: documents from the archives of the German Foreign
Office as  released by the Dept.  of  State.  Ed.  Sontag,  Raymond James and Beddie,  James
Stuart, with an introduction by Reston, James. 1948. New York: Didier.

Osborn,  Patrick  R.  2000.  Operation Pike:  Britain  versus the Soviet  Union,  1939–1941.
Westport, Conn., London: Greenwood.



“Vladimir Putin: The Real Lessons of the 75th Anniversary of World War II.” The National
I n t e r e s t ,  J u n e  1 8 ,  2 0 2 0 .  A c c e s s e d  J u n e  2 3 ,  2 0 2 1 .
https://nationalinterest.org/feature/vladimir-putin-real-lessons-75th-anniversary-world-war-i
i-162982?page=0%2C5.

Roberts,  Geoffrey.  2002.  “Stalin,  the Pact  with Nazi  Germany,  and the Origins of  Postwar
Soviet Diplomatic Historiography”. Journal of Cold War Studies vol. 4, Issue 4 [Fall 2002]:
93–103. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1162/15203970260209527.

Самарина,  Александра.  “Борьба  с  “фальсификаторами”:  перекличка  через  века”.
[“The  Fight  with  the  “Falsifiers”:  the  Call  through  the  Centuries”].  Nezavisimaya  Gazeta
S e p t e m b e r  1 ,  2 0 0 9 .  A c c e s s e d  M a y  3 0 ,  2 0 2 0 .
http://www.ng.ru/ng_polit ics/2009-09-01/14_scandal.html.

Секреты  польской  политики.  1935–1945  гг.  Рассекреченные  документы  Службы
внешней разведки Российской Федерации [The Secrets of Polish Policy. (1935–1945).
The  Collection  of  Declassified  Documents  from  the  Foreign  Intelligence  Service  (SVR)  of
Russia]. 2009. Ed. Соцков, Лев Ф. Moscow: Служба внешней разведки России.

Slutsch, Sergey. 2000. “17. September 1939: Der Eintritt der Sowjetunion in den Zweiten
Weltkrieg”. Vierteljahrshefte für Zeitgeschichte Jahrgang 48, 2. Heft, April 2000: 219–254.

Советско-американские  отношения.  1945–1948.  [Soviet–American  Relations.
1945–1948] Eds. Aldoshin, V.V., Ivanov Yu.V., Semenov V.M., Sevostyanov, G.N. [Алдошин,
В.В.,  Иванов  Ю.  В.,  Семенов,  В.  М.,  Севостьянов,  Г.  Н.].  2004.  Moscow:  Материк:
Демократия.

Stalin, Josif V. 1955. Werke. Bd. 13 Juli 1930 - Januar 1934. Berlin: Dietz Verlag.

Сталин  и  Каганович.  Переписка.  1931–1936  гг.  [Stalin  and  Kaganovich.  The
Correspondence. 1931–1936]. Eds. Khlevnyuk, Oleg V., Devis, R.U., Kosheleva, L.P., Ris,
E.A., Rogovaya, Larisa A. [Хлевнюк, Олег В., Дэвис, Р. У., Кошелева, Л. П., Рис, Э. А.,
Роговая,  Лариса  А.].  2001.  Moscow:  »Российская  политическая  энциклопедия«
(РОССПЭН).

The Soviet Story. Dir. Edvīns Šnore. 2008.

Yakovlev,  Aleksandr  N.  [Яковлев,  Александр  Н.].  2008.  Перестройка.  1985–1991.
[Perestroyka. 1985–1991]. Moscow: Международный фонд “Демократия”.

Яковлев, Александр. Перестройка: 1985–1991. Неизданное, малоизвестное, забытое.
[Aleksandr  Yakovlev.  Perestroyka:  1985–1991.  Unpublished,  Poorly  Known,  Forgotten].
Doc. No. 68: Тезисы А. Н. Яковлева к обсуждению на Политбюро ЦК КПСС вопроса о
Договоре 23 августа 1939 г. [A.N. Yakovlev’s Theses for the Discussion of the Problem of
August 23, 1939 Pact on the Meeting of the Politbyuro of the Central Committee of the
CPSU] [July 31, 1989]. Архив Александра Н. Яковлева website. Accessed May 30, 2020.

https://nationalinterest.org/feature/vladimir-putin-real-lessons-75th-anniversary-world-war-ii-162982?page=0%2C5
https://nationalinterest.org/feature/vladimir-putin-real-lessons-75th-anniversary-world-war-ii-162982?page=0%2C5
https://doi.org/10.1162/15203970260209527
http://www.ng.ru/ng_politics/2009-09-01/14_scandal.html


https://www.alexanderyakovlev.org/fond/issues-doc/1023958.

PLIKI DO POBRANIA

J_Szumski_B_Musiał_Stalin and the Pamphlet (pdf, 1.81 MB) 20.09.2022 15:00

https://www.alexanderyakovlev.org/fond/issues-doc/1023958
http://archiwum.ipn.gov.pl/download/1/771290/JSzumskiBMusialStalinandthePamphlet.pdf
http://archiwum.ipn.gov.pl/download/1/771290/JSzumskiBMusialStalinandthePamphlet.pdf

