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Abstract: This article discusses selected publications which reinterpret Russian history in
a spirit of rehabilitating the Soviet past and highlighting the USSR’s role as a vehicle for
Russia’s assumed historical role (including Utkin 1993, Utkin 1999a, Utkin 1999b,
Solzhenitsyn 1995, Solzhenitsyn 2001-2002, Mel'tyukhov 2001, Narochnitskaya 2005c,
Narochnitskaya 2005a, Mitrofanov 2005). In addition to this, it contextualises them with
initiatives undertaken by the Russian Federation’s government (including the
standardisation of history textbooks’ content and the activities of the Presidential
Commission to counteract attempts to falsify history to the detriment of Russian interests).
The points of view presented here, which are considered representative for a certain part
of the historical discourse in contemporary Russia, integrate Russia’s totalitarian period
(the USSR from 1917 to 1991) into the course of its broader history, as the basis of an
interpretation which accepts a priori statements regarding the sense of Russia’s history
and her role in world history. Among the observed trends, this text highlights the approval
of certain features of the communist dictatorship as corresponding to Russian ideology; the
adaptation of Soviet ideology to Russia’s policy of memory; the emphasis on ideological,
political and military confrontation with the Western world as a permanent feature of
Russian history; and the reinterpretation of Russian history in such a way as to
continuously justify all the actions of the Russian state over the centuries, both externally
(interpreting Russian aggression and imperialism as a means of defence against her
enemies, liberation, or the reintegration of the Russian community) and internally
(presenting terror as a means of defence against an alleged ‘fifth column’, or as the
modernisation of the country).
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