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Abstract: This article outlines the question of politics of memory in independent Georgia
(since the collapse of the USSR). The author argues that Georgia is not yet conducting such
a policy, but we may nevertheless discuss a sum of activities which during the rules of
Zviad Gamsakhurdia (1990-1992) and Eduard Shevardnadze (1992-2003) were sporadic
and intuitive, but since the Rose Revolution and the government of Mikheil Saakashuvili
(2004-2013) have become more thoughtful and methodical (the Museum of Soviet
Occupation was opened in Thbilisi during this time). The actions taken were influenced by
the political situation - the civil war, the wars in South Ossetia and Abkhazia in the 1990s,
and the Russian-Georgian war of 2008 - as well as the regional diversity of the country, its
multi-ethnicity, and its position in the South Caucasus (which in Soviet times was known as
Transcaucasia). This article discusses the most important topics that appear in Georgian
narratives about the past, highlighting the historical ties between it and the West (the aim
is to prove that in cultural-axiological terms Georgia belongs to Europe, and thus to justify
Thbilisi’s aspirations to integration with the EU and NATO), and depicting Georgia as the
victim of the Russian and Soviet empires (and whose successor is contemporary Russia).
However, the Georgian message is hindered by the existence of the Joseph Stalin State
Museum, which glorifies the Soviet dictator.
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